
Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 
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Christ	is	born!		 	 Glorify	Him!	
ハリストス生る！	 あがめほめよ！  

JOYEUX NÖEL!					Crăciun	Fericit!	
¡Feliz Navidad! Buon Natale!  Fröhliche Weinachten!   
Veselé Vánoce!   Glædelig jul!   Hyvää Joulua!   Καλά Χριστούγεννα! 
Kellemes Karácsonyi Ünnepeket!    Wesołych Świąt!      Natal Alegre!   
С  Рождеством  Христовым!      Veselé Vianoce!      Vesel božič!  
Mutlu Noeller!    God jul!    З Різдвом Христовым!      Sretan Božić! 

Nadolig Llawen! Häid joule!   Selamat Hari Natal! Maligayang Pasko!  
Среќен Божиќ!     Linksmų Kalėdų!     Priecīgus Ziemassvētkus!  

Весела Коледа!   耶誕快樂    Gëzuar Krishtlindjet!   Geseënde Kersfees! 
   
 

Glory to God in the Highest! and on earth peace to men of good will! 
至と高き神には光栄帰し、地には平安、人には恵み臨めり。  
Gloria	in	excelsis	Deo	et	in	terra	pax	hominibus	bonae	voluntatis 

Δόξα εν υψίστοις Θεώ! και επί γης ειρήνη με τους άνδρες της καλής θέλησης! 
Gloire à Dieu dans les lieux très hauts, Et paix sur la terre parmi les hommes qu'il agrée! 

 
December 20, 2015 Sunday of the Fathers of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ   Liturgy   9:30 am  
December 24  Thursday Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord   Vigil             7:00 pm 
December 25  NATIVITY OF OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST 

The Adoration of the Magi: Melchior, Caspar and Balthasar. Commemoration of the Shepherds in 
Bethlehem watching their flocks who went to see the Lord                Divine Liturgy          9:30 am 
December 27  Sunday after the Nativity of Our Lord, The Holy Righteous Ones: Joseph the 
Betrothed, David the King, and James, the Brother of the Lord    Divine Liturgy        9:30 am 
 

This	week’s	Bulletin	is	donate	in	memory	of	Cornelius	Mamrosch	at	the	request	of	Martha	Mamrosch.	
 
Saints of the Day: Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-bearer, Bishop of Antioch (107). Repose of Righteous John of 
Kronstadt (1908). Venerable Ignatius, Archimandrite of the Kiev Caves (1435). Saint Anthony, Archbishop of 
Voronezh (1846).  Saint Philogonius, Bishop of Antioch (323).  Saint Daniel II, Archbishop of Serbia (1338). 
New Martyr John of the Isle of Thasos (1652). 
 
Please remember in your prayers: Suffering Christians of Egypt, Syria, the Middle East and Ukraine. Bishop 
Boulos and Bishop Yohanna, of Aleppo. Archimandrites Athanasy, Nectarios, Luke, Pachomy. Archpriests 
Alvian, Eugene, Leonid, John, Jason, John, Vincent. Priests Jacobus, Leonid, Andrew. Deacons Mark, 
Demetrios, Philip. Mother Victoria. Mothers Raphaela, Michaela, Catherine, Anna. Sister Piama. Monk Victor, 
Matushka Joanna, Paul, Peter, Ludmilla, Mary, Valentina, Dimitri, Nina, Daniel, Helen, Catherine, Anna, Peter, 
Helen, Michael, Stephanie, Zara, Nolan, Emelie, Michael, Ed, Nettie, Anita, Maria, Michael, John, Linda, 
James, Nancy, Susan, Daniel, Aaron, Nicole, Ashley, Mark, Cathy, Jennifer, Nina, Nadine, Michael, Anna, 
Gregory, Marianna, Isaiah, Jamie, Albert, Kevin, Robert, Robert, Andrew, Betty, David, Warren. 
 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of John Stehnach, Eva Mary Schmidt and Carol Gregg were 
offered today at Liturgy and Moleben for their birthdays at the request of Father John Udics. 
 
Memory Eternal. Ninth-Day Prayers for the repose of newly-departed Mary Alexczuk were offered December 
16 at Parastas at the request of Mrs Barbara Brinck. 



Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of Olga Prawlocki were offered today at Liturgy and Litiya at the 
request of Deacon Demetrios and Matushka Anastasia Richards. 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of Mary Rinko Sokolowski, Anna Rinko and Glen Cooley were 
offered at Liturgy and Moleben today at the request of Mr John and Mrs Jean Rinko. 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of the souls of mother Julianne, father Michael and sister Elaine were 
offered at Liturgy and Litiya today at the request of Denise Wolfsheimer. 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of Walter Jovorosky Sr and Walter Jovorosky Jr were offered today at 
Liturgy and Litiya at the request of the “Memory Eternal Requiem Service Fund." 
 
THE HIEROMARTYR IGNATIUS THE GOD-BEARER, was a disciple of the holy Apostle and Evangelist 
John the Theologian, as was also Saint Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna (February 23). Saint Ignatius was the 
second bishop of Antioch, and successor to Bishop Euodius, Apostle of the Seventy (September 7). 
 Tradition suggests that when Saint Ignatius was a little boy, the Savior hugged him and said: "Unless you 
turn and become as little children, you shall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven" (Mt 18:3). The saint was 
called "God-Bearer" (Theophoros), because he bore God in his heart and prayed unceasingly to Him. He also 
had this name because he was held in the arms of Christ, the incarnate Son of God. 
 Saint Ignatius was a disciple of the Apostle John the Theologian, together with Saint Polycarp of Smyrna. 
As Bishop of Antioch, Saint Ignatius was zealous and spared no effort to build up the church of Christ. To him 
is attributed the practice of antiphonal singing (by two choirs) during church services. He had seen a vision of 
the angels in heaven alternately singing praises to God, and divided his church choir to follow this example. In 
the time of persecution he was a source of strength to the souls of his flock, and was eager to suffer for Christ. 
 In the year 106, the Emperor Trajan (98-117), after his victory over the Scythians, ordered everyone to give 
thanks to the pagan gods, and to put to death any Christians who refused to worship the idols. In the year 107, 
Trajan happened to pass through Antioch. Here they told him that Bishop Ignatius openly confessed Christ, and 
taught people to scorn riches, to lead a virtuous life, and preserve their virginity. Saint Ignatius came voluntarily 
before the emperor, so as to avert persecution of the Christians in Antioch. Saint Ignatius rejected the persistent 
requests of the emperor Trajan to sacrifice to the idols. The emperor then decided to send him to Rome to be 
thrown to the wild beasts. Saint Ignatius joyfully accepted the sentence imposed upon him. His readiness for 
martyrdom was attested to by eyewitnesses, who accompanied Saint Ignatius from Antioch to Rome. 
 On the way to Rome, the ship sailed from Seleucia stopped at Smyrna, where Saint Ignatius met with his 
friend Bishop Polycarp. Clergy and believers from other cities and towns thronged to see Saint Ignatius. He 
exhorted everyone not to fear death and not to grieve for him. In his Epistle to the Roman 
Christians, he asked them to assist him with their prayers, and to pray that God would strengthen him in his 
impending martyrdom for Christ: "I seek Him Who died for us; I desire Him Who rose for our salvation... In 
me, desire has been nailed to the cross, and no flame of material longing is left. Only the living water speaks 
within me, saying, 'Hasten to the Father.'" 
 From Smyrna, Saint Ignatius went to Troas. Here he heard the happy news of the end of the persecution 
against Christians in Antioch. From Troas, Saint Ignatius sailed to Neapolis (in Macedonia) and then to 
Philippi. 
 On the way to Rome Saint Ignatius visited several churches, teaching and guiding the Christians there. He 
also wrote seven epistles: to the churches of Ephesus, Magnesia, Tralles, Rome, Philadelphia, and Smyrna. He 
also addressed a letter to Saint Polycarp, who mentions a collection of the letters of Saint Ignatius in his letter to 
the Philippians (Ch. 13). Saint Irenaeus of Lyons quotes from Saint Ignatius's letter to the Romans (AGAINST 
HERESIES 5:28:4). All these letters have survived to the present day. 
 The Roman Christians met Saint Ignatius with great joy and profound sorrow. Some of them hoped to 
prevent his execution, but Saint Ignatius implored them not to do this. Kneeling down, he prayed together with 
the believers for the Church, for love between the brethren, and for an end to the persecution against Christians. 
 On December 20, the day of a pagan festival, they led Saint Ignatius into the arena, and he turned to the 
people: "Men of Rome, you know that I am sentenced to death, not because of any crime, but because of my 
love for God, by Whose love I am embraced. I long to be with Him, and offer myself to him as a pure loaf, 
made of fine wheat ground fine by the teeth of wild beasts." 
 After this the lions were released and tore him to pieces, leaving only his heart and a few bones. Tradition 
says that on his way to execution, Saint Ignatius unceasingly repeated the name of Jesus Christ. When they 
asked him why he was doing this, Saint Ignatius answered that this Name was written in his heart, and that he 
confessed with his lips Him Whom he always carried within. When the saint was devoured by the lions, his 
heart was not touched. When they cut open the heart, the pagans saw an inscription in gold letters: "Jesus 
Christ." After his execution Saint Ignatius appeared to many of the faithful in their sleep to comfort them, and 
some saw him at prayer for the city of Rome. 
 Hearing of the saint's great courage, Trajan thought well of him and stopped the persecution against the 
Christians. The relics of Saint Ignatius were transferred to Antioch (January 29), and on February 1, 637 were 
returned to Rome and placed in the church of San Clemente. 
 
NEW-MARTYR JOHN OF THASOS 
The New Martyr John of Thasos was from the village of Marias on the island of Thasos. In his youth he was 
brought to Constantinople and apprenticed to a tailor. One day he was seized by the Turks and accused of 
insulting the Moslem religion. They tried to force him to accept Islam, but he would not agree to renounce the 
Christian Faith, for which he was beheaded at the age of eighteen in the year 1652. 
 


