
+ p^fkqp=mbqbR=^ka=m^ri=lRqelalu=`erR`e=
A Parish of the Orthodox Church in America 

305 Main Road, Herkimer, New York, 13350 • 315-866-3272 
Archpriest John Udics, Rector • e-mail: john.udics@gmail.com 
Deacon Demetrios Richards • e-mail: dwr00nhr@twcny.rr.com 

Parish Web Page: www.cnyorthodoxchurch.org 
 

Glory to Jesus Christ!   Glory to God For All Things! 
  
July 19, 2015   7th Sunday after Pentecost     Divine Liturgy         9:30 am  
July 25  Saturday        Great Vespers           4:00 pm 
July 26  8th Sunday after Pentecost      Divine Liturgy          9:30 am 
 
Saints of the Day: Holy Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical Councils. Venerable Macrina, sister of Saint Basil 
the Great (380). Venerable Abbot Dius of Antioch (430). Uncovering of the relics (1903) of Venerable 
Seraphim of Sarov. Blessed Romanus, Prince of Ryazan (1270). Venerable Paisius of the Kiev Caves (14th c.). 
Blessed Stephen Lazarevich, King of Serbia (1427), and his mother Saint Militsa (Eugenia in schema) (1405). 
Saints Demetrius, Metropolitan of Rostov (1709), Metrophan (1703) and Tikhon (1783) of Voronezh. 
Venerable Abba Diocles of The Paradise. Saint Theodore, Bishop of Edessa (848). New-Martyr Bishop Victor. 
 
Please remember in your prayers: Suffering Christians of Egypt, Syria, the Middle East and Ukraine. Bishop 
BOULOS and Bishop YOHANNA, of Aleppo. Archimandrites Athanasy, Nectarios, Pachomy. Archpriests 
Alvian, Eugene, Leonid, John, Jason, John, Vincent. Priests Jacobus, Leonid. Deacons Mark, Demetrios, Philip. 
Mothers Victoria, Raphaela, Michaela, Catherine, Anna. Sister Piama. Monk Victor, Mary, Valentina, Dimitri, 
Nina, Daniel, Helen, Catherine, Anna, Peter, Helen, Michael, Stephanie, Zara, Nolan, Emelie, Michael, Ed, 
Nettie, Anita, Maria, Michael, John, James, Nancy, Susan, Daniel, Aaron, Nicole, Ashley, Mark, Jennifer, Nina, 
Nadine, Gregory, Marianna, Isaiah, Jamie, Albert, Kevin, Robert, Robert, Andrew, Betty, David, Warren. 
God Grant her rest! Prayers for the health of aunt Olga Prawlocki were offered at Liturgy and Moleben on 
July 12 at the request of Sonia Buttino Family. 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of Norman Andrews, Mitered Archpriest Vincent Saverino, 
Priest Senan Taylor, Ken Kavalkovich, and Priest Leonid and Matushka Laura Schmidt were offered at Liturgy 
and Moleben at the request of Father John Udics. 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of the soul of newly-departed Olga Prawlocki were offered today at 
Liturgy and Litiya at the request of Sonia Buttino Family.  
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of the souls of Helen, Michael Steven and Shelby Sobolowski were 
offered today at Liturgy and Litiya at the request of Barbara Daley Family.  
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of the soul of Archpriest John Meyendorff were offered today at 
Liturgy and Litiya at the request of Father John Udics.  
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of the souls of Jacob Eskoff, Helen and Michael Sobolowski, Stanley 
Bayzon and Andrew and Paiza Yaneshak were offered today at Liturgy and Litiya at the request of the 
"Memory Eternal Requiem Service Fund." 
 
THANK YOU to Ginny Shaftic for the set of handmade gold altar and chalice covers which now grace the 
church. God bless those who love the beauty of His house! 
 
FOR YOUR BULLETIN BOARD:   ���TODAY - July 19: Parish Council Meeting after Coffee Hour 
July 19-24: All American Council in Atlanta, Georgia  
 
Sermon by Father Philip on the 6th Sunday after Pentecost – Epistle: Romans 12:6-14 
 If there is one sure-fire tool the devil uses to slow down, stop, and/or mess up the life and work of the Body 
of Christ, it’s playing on our insecurities. Too many of us fall into his trap by thinking, "I’m not special; I’m not 
smart; I'm not gifted; so in terms of serving God and making a real difference, I don’t have anything to bring to 
the table." But in today’s Epistle, the apostle Paul reminds us that God has given everyone at least one gift they 
can contribute to building the kingdom of God. He begins in Romans 12:6 by affirming, "Having then---not 
“some have” or maybe you have” but “having”---different gifts, according to the grace that is given to us." God 
has blessed us, each in a different way, so that each one of us would play a special role in His kingdom. So, he 
says, “use” those gifts. 
 Ah, but use what, precisely? What is a spiritual gift? Well, verse 6 goes on to say: "If [the gift is] prophecy, 
let us prophesy in proportion to our faith.” We tend to think of prophecy as being able to foretell the future; and 
sometimes, that’s what it is. But more often in the Bible prophets do not foretell the future but forth-tell to 
God’s people what God wants them to hear, know, and do at a given point in their lives. So the person with the 
gift of prophecy is able to help other people see and understand how the Scriptures and all of Holy Tradition can 
and do give them exactly the encouragement or correction or direction they need. 
 For example: someone is going through the sickness of a spouse or child, or a painful divorce, or a 
prolonged period of unemployment. The person with the gift of prophecy is able to bring home to the sufferer in 
a real and personal way how, Psalm 30:5, for example, speaks to the person’s suffering by assuring that, 



"weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning;" or how 1 Corinthians 10:13 promises that “no 
temptation [time of trial] has overtaken you, except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not 
allow you to be tempted [tested] beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of 
escape, that you may be able to bear it.” And that forth-told word helps the sufferer find new hope and new 
courage. 
 Verse 7 then mentions “ministry [serving], let us use it in our ministering [serving].” People with the gift of 
serving are people pushed, not from outside pressure or pastoral nagging, but from an inside leading, to help 
others in ways big and small. They want to help the sick, the poor, the agéd, in this programme or that; they’re 
also the ones who help clean and decorate the church for Christmas or Pascha, or donate their spare time to 
serve on church committees, or prepare food for or do clean-up after our parish lunch, or fix whatever needs 
fixing…and who serve, not in order to be noticed or praised, but so that God Almighty gets the praise. 
 Verse 7 next adds, "he who teaches, in teaching." And that does not just mean people who teach Bible 
studies or church school. We live in a biblically and spiritually illiterate society where people talk about the Ten 
Commandments, but couldn’t name three of them; a society that once at least professed to believe in what was 
true, noble, right and pure, but now no longer even knows what is true, noble, right and pure. So now, more than 
ever, we as a society need people who effectively communicate the Gospel of Christ in daily life by what they 
say, by how they live, by how they love. 
 Now, then, verse 8 says, “he who exhorts [or, encourages], in exhortation.” The gift of encouragement 
enables a person to help someone down and despairing, to keep on keeping on, and to trust that God will give 
that faltering soul whatever they need to get beyond whatever they’re going through. The gift of encouragement 
also inspires people to be better than they are, to be the best they can be. It sees and helps others to see, not just 
what’s wrong, but also what’s right, with the world, with their situation, with themselves. It sees and helps 
others to see beyond the problems and obstacles, to the God-provided and God-empowered positive 
possibilities. 
 Verse 8 next says, “He who gives, with liberality.” Scripture commands all of us to give to meet the needs 
of others. But some of us don’t do that very graciously; the spirit in which we give makes the receiver feel 
small, even despised. And for some of us, giving involves a struggle against fear: fear that if we give and give 
generously, we’ll end up short; fear that our contributions will be wasted; fear that by giving we’re actually 
enabling idleness and irresponsibility. But the person with the gift of giving is, first of all, empowered by God 
to be a role-model of how to give graciously, in a way that respects and encourages the dignity of the receiver. 
Further, the person with the gift of giving is empowered by God to be living proof that there’s nothing to fear, 
because the Lord always honors His promise in Luke 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you…” 
 Then Paul says, “He who leads, with diligence.” People with the gift of leadership are, by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, able to perceive what it is that God wants for and from His people at a given point and to 
communicate that effectively and persuasively. This differs from the gift of “administrations” mentioned in 1 
Corinthians 12:28; because leadership discerns that “God wants us as a parish to get from point A to point B,” 
while administrations is the gift that sees how we’re supposed to get from point A to point B. For example: 
leadership says “God wants Holy Trinity to try an outreach ministry in the neighbourhood;” administrations 
says “And this is how God wants us to fund it: by cashing in all Father's Diet Coke empties.” 
 Lastly, the Apostle says, “he who shows mercy, with diligence.” A person with the gift of mercy has been 
blessed by God with a special sensitivity to suffering and sorrow. They’ll notice that something is bothering you 
before anyone else notices; and they’ll be present to you, maybe not saying a word, but just being there with 
you, for you. They have a passion to help hurting people. The Good Samaritan probably had this gift. In Luke 
10, not only did he bandage up the wounded man and pour on oil and wine, but he put him on his own donkey 
and took him to a local inn. And he paid for his room and board for as much time as the man needed to recover. 
So he probably had the gift of giving, too! 
 Now let’s understand that having a spiritual gift is not an excuse to not to do things that God wants all 
Christians to do. For example: "Well, I don’t have the gift of giving, so I’m not going to put any money in the 
offering plate this year." Nice try, skinflint! You might not have the gift of giving over and above what others 
do; but that doesn’t mean you’re not supposed to give at all! Malachi 3:10 still commands, “Bring the whole 
tithe into the storehouse;” and Acts 20:35 still teaches, "Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It 
is more blessed to give than to receive.’" God does not give us gifts to excuse us from doing other things. He 
gives us gifts so that we can do over and above in the areas where we’re gifted. 
 Further, what Paul writes in today’s Epistle is not an exhaustive list of spiritual gifts. Matthew 19:11-12 and 
1 Corinthians 7:7 present voluntary celibacy for the sake of the Kingdom of God as a gift from God. 1 
Corinthians 12 lists other spiritual gifts: faith (being able to trust God when the crunch comes), wisdom, 
knowledge, working miracles, discerning spirits, different tongues and their interpretation, apostleship, healing 
the sick, and hospitality (the gift of making people feel warmly welcomed and really wanted). Each one of us 
does have at least one of these gifts…or maybe a gift that Scripture never gets around to mentioning, like the 
gift of being able to get beyond the words (and beyond the distractions) to worship God with complete focus, or 
the gift of a tremendous singing voice, or the gift of knowing exactly what to pray for. Whatever your gift is, 
use it: use it for the glory of God and the good of souls. 
	   Bottom	  line:	  you	  are	  needed;	  you	  are	  wanted;	  you	  are	  gifted.	  And	  without	  you	  and	  the	  gift	  God	  gave	  
you,	  the	  Body	  of	  Christ	  can	  never	  be	  fully	  itself,	  can	  never	  fully	  grow	  up,	  and	  can	  never	  function	  properly.	  
As	   the	   Apostle	   says	   in	   Ephesians	   4:16,	   it	   is	   “the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint 
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share,”	  which	  “causes the growth of 
the body for the building up of itself in love.” 


