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Glory to Jesus Christ!       Glory to God for all things! 
 
March 29, 2015 Sunday of Saint Mary of Egypt    Divine Liturgy         9:30 am 
April 1  Wednesday  Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts       6:00 pm  
April 3` Friday   Akathistos Hymn to the Passion of Christ  6:00 pm 
April 4  Saturday Resurrection of Lazarus   Divine Liturgy           9:30 am 
  Saturday     Great Vespers, Blessing of Palms                       4:00 pm 
April 5  Entrance of Our Lord Into Jerusalem    Divine Liturgy                      9:30 am 
 
Saints of the Day: Martyr Mark, Bishop of Arethusa (364), and with him Hieromartyr Cyril the Deacon of 
Heliopolis, and others, who suffered under Julian the Apostate (362). New Martyrs Priest Paul (Voinarsky), and 
brothers Paul and Alexis Kiryan, of the Crimea (1919). New Hieromartyr Priest Micael (1933). Venerable John, 
Anchorite of Egypt (4th c.). Saint Eustathius (Eustace) the Confessor, Bishop of Kios in Bithynia (9 c.). 
Venerable Jonah (1480) and Mark of the Pskov Caves. Saint Diadochus, Bishop of Photike in Epirus (ca. 486). 
Saint Eustasius, Abbot of Luxeuil (7 c.). Saints  Gwynllw and Gwladys, parents of Saint Cadoc (5 c.) Saint 
Rupert (Hrodbert, Robert, Rupprecht) of Salzburg, Bishop (d. 710). Saint Lasar (Lassar, Lassera), Virgin (6 c.) 
 
Please remember in your prayers: Suffering Christians of Egypt, Syria, the Middle East and Ukraine. Bishop 
BOULOS Yazigi, Bishop YOHANNA Ibrahim, of Aleppo. Archimandrites Athanasy, Nectarios, Pachomy. 
Archpriests Alvian, Eugene, Leonid, John, Jason, John, Vincent. Priests Jacobus, Leonid, Vasil, Vasil. Deacons 
Mark, Demetrios, Philip. Mothers Raphaela, Michaela, Catherine, Anna. Monk Victor, Valentina, Dimitri, 
Nina, Daniel, Catherine, Helen, Anna, Peter, Helen, Michael, Stephanie, Zara, Nolan, Emelie, Michael, Ed, 
Nettie, Maria, Michael, John, James, Nancy, Susan, Daniel, Aaron, Mark, Jennifer, Nina, Nadine, Michael, 
Anna, Gregory, Marianna, Helen, Isaiah, Jamie, Albert, Kevin, Robert, Robert, Andrew, David, Warren. 
 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of Thomas Slosky, Terence Joseph Dunn and Peter Witiak 
were offered at Liturgy and Moleben today at the request of Father John Udics. 
 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of the souls of Archpriest Alexander Marciniuk, Metropolitan 
THEODOSIUS (Nagashima), Archpriest Vasili Takeoka, Archpriest Samuel Sulich and Joyce Kushner Strunk 
were offered at Liturgy and Litiya today at the request of Father Udics. 
 

Saint Mary of Egypt by Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh 
In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. 

 We keep today the memory of Saint Mary of Egypt in the gradual progression from glory to glory which 
Lent is, and which must lead us step by step to facing the supreme glory of the Divine Love crucified, the 
sacrificial love of the Holy Trinity. 
 Saint Mary of Egypt was a sinner, someone whose sin was known to everyone and not to God alone; 
perhaps she was the only one who was least of all aware of it because sin was her life. And yet, one day, she 
wanted to go and venerate an icon of the Mother of God in a church. The supreme beauty of womanhood in the 
Mother of God reached her heart, touched it. But when she came to the gate of this church, a power prevented 
her from crossing the threshold. The Publican had been able to stand there because his heart was broken; Mary 
of Egypt had no broken heart, and the entrance of the church was forbidden to her. And she stood there, aware 
that what she was, was incompatible with the holiness of the Presence, the presence of God, the presence of the 
Mother of God, the presence of all that is holy on earth and in heaven. 
 And she was so profoundly shaken by this experience that she left all that had been her life, retired into the 
desert, and with a life which the service books define as ‘extreme', fought to conquer her flesh, her soul, her 
memories - everything that was sin, but also everything that could lead her away from God. And we know how 
glorious her life was, the kind of person she became. 
 What lesson can we receive from her life? How often is it that we have knocked at the door of God in the 
way in which Mary tried to come into His presence? How often have we tried to pray, to be in His presence in 
silence? How often has our longing been to God, and how often have we felt that between our prayer and Him, 
between our silence and Him, between our longing and Him there was a barrier which we could not pass. We 
were crying, praying into an empty sky, we were turning towards icons that were silent; all we could perceive 
was the Divine absence, and an absence so frightening, because not only could we not reach Him, but we 
perceived that unless we reached Him, our soul was laid waste, there was within us nothing but emptiness, an 
emptiness that if it continued, if it became our definitive condition would mean more than death - ultimate 
separation. 
 But how often also has God knocked at the door of our heart. You remember the word of the Book of 
Revelation: I stand at Thy door and I knock... How often has God, in the words of the Gospel, in the events of 



our life, in the weak promptings of our soul, in a whispering of the Holy Spirit, in all the ways in which God 
tries to reach us – how often has He knocked at this door, and how often have we made sure that this door does 
not open. Either didn't we simply care to open it because we were busy with things that mattered to us at that 
moment more than His interrupting, disturbing presence; and how often did we refuse to open the door because 
the coming of the Lord to us would have meant the end of things which were precious to us, which mattered to 
us... And the Lord stood knocking, and the door was shut in His face: exactly in the same way in which every 
door was shut in the face of the Mother of God and Joseph on the night of the Nativity. 
 We may not be aware of it with the intensity which should be ours; and yet for each of us, simply, the proof 
of it is that we are here, and millions of other people at some moment have suddenly perceived the presence of 
God, have heard His knocking, have let perhaps the door ajar, have listened to what He was saying, had a 
moment of elation, a moment when suddenly we came to life, and then we shut the door again. We chose our 
aloneness, we chose to be without Him, and what we imagined to be ‘free' from Him: we are never free; we are 
never free not because He enslaves us, not because He hunts us down. We are never free because He is 
ultimately in the end the only supreme longing of our whole being, because He is the fullness of life, the glory 
of life, the exultation of life for which we long and which we try to glean right, and left in vain. 
 Mary of Egypt confronted with the Divine absence, with God's refusal to allow her into His presence, 
confronted with a shut door within herself felt that unless the door opened, everything was vain. And she turned 
away from everything that stood between her and God, and life, and fullness, and exultation. 
 Isn't she for us an example, a call, an image of what could be the life of each of us? But we may say, Yes, 
this applied to her, she was a prospective saint… Each of us is called to commune with God in such a way, that 
God and each of us should become one, that each of us should become partaker of the Divine nature, a living 
member, a brother, a sister, a limb of Christ, a temple of the Holy Spirit, a son and a daughter of the Living 
God! This is our vocation; but can that be achieved by our own strength? No, it cannot! But it can be achieved 
by God in us if we only turn to Him with all our mind, all our heart, all our longing, determinably, yes: it is 
determination, and it is longing, a passionate, desperate longing... And then – and then all things become 
possible. I have said so often that when Saint Paul asked God for strength to fulfil his mission, the Lord said to 
him, My grace sufficeth unto thee, My power deploys itself in weakness... And at the end of his life, having 
fulfilled his vocation, Paul, who knew what he was saying, said, all things are possible unto me in the power of 
Christ Who sustains me... All things are possible, because God does not call us to more than can be achieved by 
Him with us and in us. 
 How much hope, how much inspiration can we find in each of the Saints of God, as frail as we are, and in 
whom the power, the glory, the victory, the life unfolded itself, deployed itself gloriously. 
 Let us once more receive inspiration from what we hear, receive inspiration from what we meet face to face 
in the Gospel, in Holy Communion, in prayer, in the silence in the presence of God. And let us move one step 
more forward towards the vision of the love of God made manifest in Holy Week, in the last steps of the way of 
the Cross, in the final victory of crucified Love, and in the victory of the Resurrection of God. Amen. 
16 April 1989 
 
Saint Mary of Egypt.  - Fr Andrew Morbey    On this Sunday, we commemorate this woman 
whose profound repentance and asceticism has always captured the imagination of believers and inspired them 
in their own struggle with sin and fallen passions. She is one of the most beloved and well known of our saints. 
So too, the familiar figure of Father Zossima, whose testimony is the foundation of the Life of Saint Mary of 
Egypt which we are encouraged to read in this fifth week of the Great Fast, and of course the wonderful, tender-
hearted and helpful lion! 
 It is precisely because of her profound repentance that Saint Mary has become an important element in our 
lenten journey. The Church holds he up as a model for our own repentance, pricking our conscience with her 
story, and reminding us to embrace our repentance with sense of urgency. 
 Since the sins that Saint Mary repented of, the sexual sins which rendered her unable to enter the Church in 
Jerusalem with other pilgrims in order to venerate the Holy Cross, are sins which remain today so common, and 
so publicly obvious in our culture and even widely accepted, and one aspect of which - pornography - is potent 
enough and available enough to generate well over $10 billion dollars in annual revenue (according to some US 
statistics), this Sunday is perhaps a good time to say something about at least this kind of  sexual sin.  
 We know that pornography a predatory evil, looking to exploit weakness and vulnerability. While the 
concept of sin - as anything that serves to separate us from God - is foreign to it, even the secular world 
increasingly realizes the inherent dangers of pornography and the pornographication of our society. The 
excellent web-site www.fightthenewdrug.org forcefully and factually makes these important points: 
pornography changes the brain, kills love, warps ideas about sex, is like a drug, is addictive, escalates, ruins 
your sex life, leads to violence, leaves you lonely, destroys the lives of those work in it, affects your behavior, 
hurts your partner, hates marriage and families, is a lie. In short, pornography is dangerous and it is destructive. 
 Those who invest and produce it are wicked and vicious. Those who consume it are both victimized and 
defiled. And if we love someone - our spouse, our children, our siblings, our neighbor  - we must be aware of 
the threat and be vigilant. Unfortunately, we have been half asleep while the pornographication of our culture 
has been accomplished. 
 The way forward for those who suffer can sometimes be difficult, but it begins - as in the case of all sin - in 
recognizing sin and coming to our senses, with repentance. Saint Mary of Egypt, through her intercessions and 
example, is a beacon of our hope: through her prayers may the grace of true repentance touch our hearts! 
 


