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Glory to Jesus Christ!   Glory to Him Forever! 
 
November 23, 2014 26th Sunday after Pentecost      Divine Liturgy        9:30 am 
November 29  Saturday       Great Vespers         4:00 pm 
November 30  27th Sunday after Pentecost      Divine Liturgy        9:30 am 
 
Saints of the Day: Saint Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium (394). Saint Gregory, Bishop of Agrigentum (680). 
Saint Alexander Nevsky (in schema Alexis), Grand Prince of Novgorod (1263). Saint Metrophanes (in schema 
Macarius), Bishop of Voronezh (1703). New Hieromartyr Seraphim (1931). Saint John the Confessor (1932). 
New Hieromartyr Bishop Boris of Ivanonsk, Priest Eleazar Spyridonov of Eupatoria, Crimea and Martyr 
Alexander (1937). New Martyr Archimandrite Gregory (Peradze) of Georgia, who suffered in Auschwitz, 
Poland (1942) Saint Sisinius the Confessor, Bishop of Cyzicus (ca. 325). Martyr Theodore of Antioch (4th c.). 
Venerable Ischyrion, Bishop in Egypt and Hermit of Scete. Saint Amphilochius of the Kiev Caves, Bishop of 
Volhynia (1122). Saint Anthony of lezeru-Vilcea (1714). Venerable Trudo, Abbot (693). Saint Helenus of 
Tarsus, Bishop. Saint Dionysius I, Patriarch of Constantinople (15 c). Saint Paulinus, Abbot and Founder of 
Whitland, Wales (505). Saint Eadred King of England (955). 
 
Please remember in your prayers: Suffering Christians of Egypt, Syria, the Middle East and Ukraine. Bishop 
BOULOS Yazigi, Bishop YOHANNA Ibrahim, of Aleppo. Archimandrites Athanasy, Nectarios, Pachomy. 
Archpriests Alvian, Eugene, Leonid, John, Jason, John, Vincent. Priests Jacobus, Leonid, Vasil, Vasil. Deacons 
Mark, Demetrios, Philip. Father Victor, Mother Raphaela, Dimitri, Nina, Daniel, Catherine, Helen, Anna, Peter, 
Helen, Michael, Stephanie, Zara, Nolan, Emelie, Michael, Ed, Nettie, Maria, Michael, John, James, Nancy, 
Susan, Daniel, Aaron, Mark, Jennifer, Nina, Nadine, Michael, Anna, Gregory, Marianna, Mykola, Helen, 
Isaiah, Jamie, Albert, Kevin, Robert, Robert, Andrew, David, Warren, Vincent, Diane, Abigail. 
 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of Metropolitan THEODOSIUS (Lazor) were offered today at 
Liturgy and Moleben at the request of Father John Udics. 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of Peter and Annamae Witiak were offered today at Liturgy 
and Moleben at the request of Father John Udics. 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of the souls of Edward and Helen Pelko were offered at Liturgy and 
Litiya today at the request of their family members. 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of the soul of Stephen Nichols were offered at Liturgy and Litiya 
today at the request of the "Memory Eternal Requiem Service Fund." 
 
SAINT GRIGOL PERADZE (Georgian: გრიგოლ ფერაძე), (September 13, 1899 - December 6, 
1942) was a famous Georgian ecclesiastic figure, theologian, historian, Archimandrite, PhD of History, 
Professor. Grigol Peradze was born in the village of Bakurtsikhe, in the Gurjaani district of the Kakheti region, 
in Eastern Georgia. His father, Romanoz Peradze, was a priest. 
 In 1918 Peradze graduated from the Tbilisi Theological Seminary, and afterwards studied at the Tbilisi 
State University until 1921. On February 25, 1921, Georgia was occupied by Soviet Russia. Grigol Peradze 
went into exile in Germany in November the same year. 
 In 1926 he graduated from the University of Bonn (Germany). In 1927 he received a PhD degree in History 
(the title of his PhD thesis was "History of the Georgian Monasticism from its creation until 1064"). 
 From 1927 - 1932 Peradze was an Associate Professor at the University of Bonn. From 1933 - 1942 he was 
a Professor of Patrology at the Faculty of Orthodox Theology of Warsaw University, in Poland. 
 In 1931, Grigol Peradze was ordained a priest in the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of London; in 1934, he 
received the rank of Archimandrite. In 1931, he founded a Georgian Saint Nino Orthodox Church in Paris. In 
the same year he began to publish a Georgian scientific journal titled "Jvari Vazisa" ("Cross of Vine"). 
 In the 1930s, Peradze discovered numerous important written manuscripts of Georgian Christian culture in 
Romania, Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, Germany, and Austria (Georgian manuscripts of the Typicon of the Georgian 
Petritsoni Monastery (Bachkovo, Bulgaria), the so-called Tischendorf manuscripts of the Apagae of the 
Monastery of the Holy Cross at the University Library in the University of Leipzig, Germany, etc.). 
 The invasion of Poland by German troops in 1939 made Peradze's position precarious. For him being in 
solidarity with Jews in peril went without saying; and he helped wherever he could. Nor did he hesitate to visit 
the imprisoned Polish Metropolitan Dionysios. These activities were viewed with growing suspicion by the 
Nazi occupiers and Peradze's fruitful ecclesiastic and scientific activities were brought to an end in 1942 when, 
on May 4, he was arrested by the German Gestapo. On December 6, 1942, Grigol Peradze was killed in the 
Nazi concentration camp of Auschwitz (Oświęcim) when he took the blame for the murder of a German officer 
to spare his fellow prisoners, or, according to another report, when he entered a gas-chamber in the place of a 
Jewish prisoner who had a large family.  



 Main fields of scientific activity of Grigol Peradze were: the history of the Georgian Orthodox and 
Apostolic Church, source studies of the history of Georgia and the Georgian Church, Patrology, history of 
Georgian literature, Rustvelology (Shota Rustaveli was a great Georgian poet of the 12th century), etc. 
 Grigol Peradze was canonized by the Georgian Orthodox and Apostolic Church in September 1995. The 
Feast Day for Saint Priest Martyr Grigol is December 6 (or November 23 in the old style). 
 
SAINT GREGORY, BISHOP OF AGRIGENTUM was born of devout parents, Chariton and Theodota in 
Sicily near the town of Agrigentum, where he was later bishop,. His entire life was imbued with God's 
wonderful miracles. In a miraculous manner, he went to Jerusalem; in a miraculous manner, he was chosen as 
bishop; and in a miraculous manner, he was saved from slander. He himself was a great miracle-worker, for he 
was a great God-pleaser, a great spiritual father and an ascetic. He participated at the Fifth Ecumenical Council 
in Constantinople in 553. After difficult trials he reposed peacefully near the end of the sixth century or the 
beginning of the seventh. 
 
REFLECTION God permits misfortune to befall the righteous, that He might glorify them more greatly. The 
overcoming of misfortune reveals both the glory of God and the glory of the righteous. Saint Gregory of 
Agrigentum was, in all things, righteous and pleasing to God. But God permitted misfortune to befall him, 
similar to that misfortune that once overtook Saint Athanasius and Saint Macarius. Two priests, Sabinus and 
Crescens, for whom Gregory had done much good, could not at all tolerate Gregory's virtuousness. For such is 
the nature of vice, that it cannot tolerate virtue. Consequently, Sabinus and Crescens found a notorious 
prostitute and bribed her to malign Gregory by saying that he had had immoral relations with her. So it was that 
when Gregory was in church, the woman crept into his bedroom, and just as Gregory came out of church with 
the people, she emerged from his room. The two priests began to revile Gregory as a libertine. However, 
Gregory was composed and prepared for every suffering. They confined him in prison and then transferred him 
to Rome. The pope believed the slanderers and kept Gregory in prison for two and a half years, without a trial 
or a verdict. A council was then convened to try Gregory's case, but God judged before man could judge. The 
woman went insane and was brought mad before the council. She was unable to answer any questions. Gregory, 
the miracle-worker, prayed to God for her and she was healed, for the evil spirit came out of her. Then, through 
her tears, she confessed that she had been bribed to malign the man of God, and that immediately after she had 
committed the slander, the evil spirit had entered her and held her in its power. Sabinus and Crescens, along 
with the other maligners-more than a hundred in number-found their faces suddenly turned as black as coal, and 
they were punished with exile. Saint Gregory was returned to his diocese and was received with great exultation 
by his people. 
 

Father Alexander Schmemann's Final Words 
 Father Alexander Schmemann celebrated the Divine Liturgy for the last time on Thanksgiving Day in Saint 
Vladimir’s Seminary Chapel. This was particularly appropriate since Father Alexander had devoted his whole 
life to teaching, writing and preaching about the Eucharist; for the word eucharistia in Greek means 
thanksgiving. At the conclusion of the liturgy, Father Alexander took from his pocket a short written sermon, in 
the form of a prayer, which he proceeded to read. This was a strange occurrence since Father never wrote his 
liturgical homilies, but delivered them extemporaneously. These were his words, which proved to be the last 
ever spoken by him from the ambo in Church. 
 Thank You, O Lord! 
 Everyone capable of thanksgiving is capable of salvation and eternal joy. 
 Thank You, O Lord, for having accepted this Eucharist, which we offered to the Holy Trinity, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, and which filled out hearts with the joy, peace and righteousness of the Holy Spirit. 
 Thank You, O Lord, for having revealed Yourself unto us and given us the foretaste of Your Kingdom. 
 Thank You, O Lord, for having united us to one another in serving You and Your Holy Church. 
 Thank You, O Lord, for having helped us to overcome all difficulties, tensions, passions, temptations and 
restored peace, mutual love and joy in sharing the communion of the Holy Spirit. 
 Thank You, O Lord, for the sufferings You bestowed upon us, for they are purifying us from selfishness and 
reminding us of the “one thing needed;” Your eternal Kingdom. 
 Thank You, O Lord, for having given us this country where we are free to Worship You. 
 Thank You, O Lord, for this school, where the name of God is proclaimed. 
 Thank You, O Lord, for our families: husbands, wives and, especially, children who teach us how to 
celebrate Your holy Name in joy, movement and holy noise. 
 Thank You, O Lord, for everyone and everything. 
 Great are You, O Lord, and marvelous are Your deeds, and no word is sufficient to celebrate Your miracles. 
 Lord, it is good to be here! Amen.                    “The Orthodox Church” Vol. 20, No. 2, February 1984, p. 1: 
 
SAINT ALEXANDER NEVSKY was the son of Prince Yaroslav. From childhood, his heart was directed to 
God. He defeated the Swedes on the river Neva on July 15, 1240, for which he received the appellation 
“Nevsky” [“of the Neva”]. On that occasion, Saints Boris and Gleb appeared to one of Alexander's commanders 
and promised their help to the great prince, who was their kinsman. Once, among the Golden Horde of the 
Tartars, he refused to bow down to idols or to pass through fire. Because of his wisdom, physical strength and 
beauty, even the Tartar Khan respected him. He built many churches and performed countless works of mercy. 
He entered into rest on November 14, 1263 at the age of forty-three. On this day, November 23, the translation 
of his relics to the town of Vladimir is commemorated. 
 


