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Happy New Year! 
God Bless us all in this New Year! 

 
Gelukkige Nuwejaar! E Glëckliches Nëies!     سعيد عام  Sretna Nova Godina! 
Šťastný Nový Rok! Godt Nytår!  Head Uut Aastat!  Onnellista Uutta Vuotta! 
Bonne Année!  გილოცავთ ახალ წელს  Ein Gutes Neues Jahr! 
Boldog Új Évet!  Ath bhliain faoi mhaise!    Buon Anno!    
Felix sit annus novus! Laimīgu Jauno Gadu!    ose:rase   Laimingų Naujųjų Metų! 
Godt nyttår!   Szczęśliwego nowego roku!   Feliz ano novo!      La mulţi ani! 
С Новым Годом!  Bliadhna mhath ur! Срећна нова година!    Gesælig Niw Gear! 
Manigong bagong taon! Iniya puthandu nalVazhthukkal    สวัสดีปีใหม่ З Новим роком! 
Chúc Mừng Nǎm Mới Blwyddyn newydd dda!  Kamgan Ukudigaa! 新年快樂! 
Καλή χρονιά!  新年おめでっとうございます！  Faoi mhaise duit   

கிறிஸ்துமஸ் மற்றும் இனிய புத்தாண்டு வாழ்த்துக்கள் 
 
December 30, 2012  The Holy Righteous Joseph the Betrothed, David the King and  
   James, the Brother of the Lord     Divine Liturgy         9:30 am 
January 1  Tuesday: Saint Basil the Great. New Year’s Day  Divine Liturgy         9:30 am 
January 5   Saturday     Vigil, Great Blessing of Water         4:00 pm 
January 6  Sunday: The Holy Theophany of our Lord   Divine Liturgy          9:30 am 
  
Saints of the Day: Saint Macarius, Metropolitan of Moscow (1563). Virgin-martyr Anysia at Thessalonica 
(298). Martyr Zoticus of Constantinople, Feeder of orphans (4 c). New Hieromartyr Priest Sergius Florinsky of 
Rakvere, Estonia (1918). Virgin-martyr Mary (1946). Apostle Timon the Deacon (1 c). Martyr Philoterus of 
Nicomedia, and with him six soldiers and one count (311). Venerable Nun Theodora, of Caesarea in 
Cappadocia (8 c). Venerable Nun Theodora, of Constantinople (940). New Martyr Gideon of Karakallou, 
Mount Athos (1818).  Martyrs Magistrianus, Paulinus, Umbrius, Verus, Severus, Callistratus, Florentius, 
Arianus, Anthimus, Ubricius, Isidore, Euculus, Sampson, Studius, and Thespesius, who suffered under Julian 
the Apostate (4 c). Venerable Daniel of Pereyaslavl (1540). Saint Egwin, Bishop of Worcester (717). Saint 
Tryphon, Bishop of Rostov (1468). Saint Leo the Archimandrite. Saint Isaacius of Dalmaton. Saint Egwin of 
Worcester. 
 
Please remember in your prayers: Priest Sergius, Zara, Nolan, Emelie, Connie, Michael, Ed, Maria, Michael, 
Mother Raphaela, John, James, Nancy, Archpriest Jason, Archpriest John, Archpriest Vincent, Susan, Daniel, 
Aaron, Mark, Jennifer, Nina, Nadine, Michael, Anna, Gregory, Marianna, Mykola, Helen, Isaiah, Albert, Kevin, 
Robert, Robert, Andrew, David, Warren, Archimandrites Alexander, Athanasy, Isidore, Nectarios, Pachomy. 
 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of Elizabeth and newborn Cassidy Lyons (born 12/25/12, 7am) 
were offered at Liturgy and Moleben 12/25 at the request of grandparents Michael and Ginny Shaftic. 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of Donna Lloyd were offered at Liturgy and Moleben today at 
the request of James Altena. 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of Olga Hrobuchak (Cooperstown Hospital) were offered at 
Liturgy and Moleben today at the request of her family. 
God Grant Many Years! Birthday Prayers for the health of Priest Sergius Willis, Matushka Naomi Takahashi, 
Priftereshe Tina Rhodes and Greg Polk were offered at Liturgy and Moleben today at the request of Father John 
Udics. 
 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of uncle John Kurap and cousin Paul Udics were offered at Liturgy 
and Litiya today at the request of Father John Udics.   
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of Michael and Helen Sobolewski were offered at Liturgy and Litiya 
today at the request of the "Memory Eternal Requiem Service Fund."   
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of Metro and Marion Demcko were offered at Liturgy and Litiya 
January 1 at the request of son Ronald Demcko.  
  
 



The Last Christmas in Muslim Middle East? 
 Militant Islam is wiping out Christianity in the Muslim Middle East, according to a new study by the British 
think tank Civitas. 
 “Christianity is in serious danger of being wiped out in its biblical heartlands because of Islamic 
oppression,” wrote the report’s author, journalist Rupert Shortt. 
 Israel, the only country in the region where Jews, Muslim and Christians are free to practice their religion, 
was not covered in the report. Israel opened up churches and other holy sites to Christians in Judea and Samaria 
and all of Jerusalem after Jordan fled the areas in the Six-Day War in 1967. Jordan prohibited Christians from 
visiting the site during its occupation of the area form 1947 to 1967. 
 Since the rise of the Islamic Hamas movement, Christians have been on the run in Israel, but mainstream 
media have tried to blame Israel for the diminishing Christian community, particular in Bethlehem. 
 Violence against Christians by Muslims in Africa, Asia and the Middle East, outside of Israel, has been 
ignored by “blind” politicians, largely because it is politically incorrect to criticize Muslims and then risk being 
accused of “racism.” 
 The refusal of young Christians in the West to become “radicalized” and mount violent protests against the 
attacks on their faith also helps to explain the “blind spot” about “Christianophobia” in influential liberal 
Western circles, wrote Shortt. 
 He traced the rise of Christianophobia in Egypt to the early 1970s when the quadrupling of oil prices gave 
Saudi Arabian religious extremists the material means to export their intolerant views around the world. 
 Civitas stated that “Shortt illustrated the mounting hostility to Christians by quoting the Salafist website 
‘Guardians of the Faith’, which published an article saying 'Being a Muslim girl whose role models are the 
wives of the Prophet, who were required to wear the hijab, is better than being a Christian girl, whose role 
models are whores.'" 
 Converts to Christianity often are killed in Saudi Arabia, Mauritania and Iran, the report said and converts 
who remain alive may be subjected to heavy legal punishment. 
 One of the worst offenders of activity against Christians is the non-Muslim country of China, but a Chinese 
government official has charged that the United States and other Western nations “deliberately export 
Christianity to China and carry out all kinds of illegal evangelistic activities” with the aim of using the religion 
“to change the character of the regime...in China and overturn it.” 
 But Muslim countries are the most widespread offenders of freedom of religion, and Civitas estimates that 
between a half and two-thirds of Christians in the Middle East have left the region or have been killed in the 
past century. 
 
The Holy Martyr Anysia was born in Thessalonica of eminent and wealthy parents and was brought up in the 
Christian Faith. She was orphaned at an early age and gave herself completely to godly thoughts and prayer in 
her own home. Fervent in her love for Christ, she often said: “Oh, how false is the life of youth, for you either 
scandalize or are scandalized. Better is old age; but sorrow overcomes me because of the length of time that 
separates me from heaven.” She sold all her possessions, distributed the proceeds to the poor, and lived from the 
labors of her own hands. She kept a strict fast, slept very little, and constantly shed tears at prayer. When sleep 
overcame her she would say to herself: “It is dangerous to sleep while my enemy keeps vigil.” At that time, the 
wicked Emperor Maximian issued a decree that anyone could kill Christians when and where he encountered 
them, without trial or sentence. This holy virgin once went out into the streets to attend church. That day was a 
pagan feast of the sun. A soldier saw her beautiful countenance, and he approached her with an impure desire, 
asking for her name. She made the sign of the Cross and said to him: “I am Christ's handmaid, and I am going 
to church.” When the impudent soldier came closer and began to speak to her insanely, she shoved him away 
and spat in his face. The soldier struck her with his sword below the ribs and ran her through. This holy virgin 
suffered in the year 298. She was honorably buried by Christians and was crowned with the wreath of glory by 
God in the Heavenly Kingdom. A church was built over her grave. 
 
The Holy Apostle Timon was one of the Seven Deacons and one of the Seventy Apostles (Acts 6:5). He was 
appointed Bishop of Bostra in Arabia. There he preached the Gospel and endured much ill-treatment at the 
hands of the pagans. He was thrown into fire but remained unharmed. He finally died, being crucified, and 
entered into the Kingdom of Christ. 
 
The Venerable Martyr Gideon was a Greek by birth, of very poor parents. In his youth he was forced to 
embrace Islam. Repentant, he fled to the Holy Mountain, where he received the monastic tonsure in the 
Monastery of Karakallou. Desiring martyrdom for Christ, he received the blessing of his spiritual father and 
returned to the same place where he had become a Moslem. There, before the Turks, he openly confessed the 
Christian Faith and denounced Mohammed as a false prophet. The Turks shaved his head, placed him upside-
down on a donkey, and led him through the town, but he rejoiced at this ridicule for the sake of Christ. They 
then chopped off all his fingers and toes with an axe, as they had once done to Saint James the Persian 
(November 27). Finally they threw him into a place filled with excrement, where he gave up his holy soul to 
God in the year 1818, in Trnovo in Thrace. His miracle-working relics are preserved in the Church of the Holy 
Apostles in the village of Trnovo, and a part of his relics can be found in the Karakallou Monastery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


