
+ p^fkqp=mbqbo=^ka=m^ri=loqelalu=`ero`e=
A Parish of the Orthodox Church in America 

305 Main Road, Herkimer, New York, 13350 • 315-866-3272 
Archpriest John Udics, Rector • e-mail: john.udics@gmail.com 

Deacon Mark Bohush • e-mail: markabohush@aol.com 
Parish Web Page: www.cnyorthodoxchurch.org 

  

Glory to Jesus Christ!   Glory to God for all things! 
  
September 23, 2012  16th Sunday after Pentecost     Divine Liturgy         9:30 am 
September 29  Saturday       Great Vespers           4:00 pm 
September 30  17th Sunday after Pentecost     Divine Liturgy          9:30 am 
  
This Bulletin is offered in the names of Mike Shaftic and John Elnicky by their children and grandchildren. 
 
Saints of the Day: The Conception of the Honorable, Glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John. New 
Hieromartyr Priest John (1937). New Hieromartyr Archbishop Arsenius (1937). Venerable Xanthippa and 
Polyxena (109), disciples of the Apostles, who died in Spain. Virgin-martyr Iraïs (Rhaïs) of Alexandria (308). 
Martyrs Andrew, John, Peter, and Antoninus of Syracuse, martyred in Africa (886). New Martyr Nicholas 
Pantopolis at Constantinople (1672). New Martyr John of Epirus (1814). Venerable Adamnan, Abbot of Iona, 
biographer of Saint Columba (704). Saint Ælfwald, King of Northumbria (788). Saint Cissa (8 c.), Hermit in 
Northumbria, Disciple of Saint Guthlac. 
 
Please remember in your prayers: Paul, Priest Sergius, Stephanie, Zara, Nolan, Emelie, Connie, Michael, Ed, 
Maria, Michael, Mother Raphaela, Rea, John, Hilda, James, Ada, Nancy, Archpriest Jason, Susan, Daniel, 
Aaron, Mark, Jennifer, Nina, Nadine, Michael, Anna, Gregory, Marianna, Mykola, Helen, Isaiah, Archpriest 
Vincent, Albert, Kevin, Robert, Robert, Andrew, David, Warren, Archimandrites Alexander, Athanasy, Isidore, 
Nectarios, Pachomy. 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of Thomas McCloghry, Bishop DANIEL. Eric Stehnach, John 
and Norma Stehnach and Andrei Drozdoff were offered at Liturgy and Moleben at the request of Fr John Udics. 
 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of infant Vera Tkachuk and Matushka Maria Tkachuk were offered at 
Liturgy and Litiya today at the request of at the request of Father John Udics.  
 
The Conception of Saint John the Baptist. On this day the mercy, miracles and wisdom of God are 
celebrated: His mercy toward the devout and righteous parents of Saint John, the aged Zacharias and Elizabeth, 
who all their lives had wished for and begged a child from God; His miracle, that of John's conception in the 
aged womb of Elizabeth; His wisdom, in the dispensation of man's salvation. God had an especially great 
intention for John: namely, that he be the Prophet and Forerunner of Christ the Lord, the Savior of the world. 
Through His angels, God announced the births of Isaac to the childless Sarah, Samson to the childless wife of 
Manoah, and John the Forerunner to the childless Zacharias and Elizabeth. All of these were those for whom He 
had special intentions, and he foretold their birth through his angels. How could children be born of aged 
parents? If someone desires to understand this, he should not ask men about it, for men do not know; nor should 
he study natural law, for this is beyond natural law. Rather, he should turn his gaze upon the power of the 
Almighty God, Who created the whole world from nothing, and Who needed no parents-old or young-for the 
creation of the first man, Adam. Instead of being curious, let us give thanks to God, Who often reveals His 
power, mercy and wisdom to us in ways that are beyond natural law-in which we would be imprisoned without 
these special miracles of God, and would fall into despair and forgetfulness of God. 
 
The Holy Martyr Iraïda. In some places Iraïda is called Rhaïs or Raïda. She was a maiden from the town of 
Batan in Egypt, and was therefore probably an Egyptian. Once, Iraïda went out to draw water from a well near 
the sea, and saw a ship laden with bound Christians: priests, deacons, monks, women and maidens. Inquiring, 
she learned that all of these people were being transported by the pagan persecutors to torture and death for the 
name of Jesus Christ. Young Iraïda's heart suddenly flared up with the desire to suffer for the Lord. Leaving her 
pots by the well, she boarded the ship and confessed that she too was a Christian. They immediately bound her 
with the others and took them all to the Egyptian city of Antinopolis. After various tortures, Iraïda was the first 
to be beheaded, then the others. She suffered honorably and was glorified at the beginning of the fourth century. 
 
The Holy New Martyr Nicholas Pantopolis, as a young man, suffered for the Christian Faith at the hands of 
the Turks in Constantinople in 1672. His father had come to Constantinople from Thessaly and, as his father 
owned a variety shop, he was called Pantopolis. After much pressure to become a Moslem, and after much 
torturing because he refused, Nicholas was beheaded and took up his abode in the Kingdom of God. His relics 
repose in the Monastery of Xeropotamou, on the Holy Mountain. 
 
The Holy New Martyr John was born in a place called Konitsa in Albania. He was a Moslem of Moslem 
parents. After witnessing the miraculous power of the Christian Faith in various places and situations, he 



accepted baptism. For this, he was denounced and brought before the Turkish court. Tortured by the Turks for 
the Christian Faith in Aitolia, he was beheaded in the year 1814. Before his death, John cried out: “Remember 
me, O Lord, in Thy Kingdom!” 
 
Saint Adamnan of Iona, Abbot, born in Drumhome, Donegal, Ireland, c. 624; died 704. was educated by the 
Columban monks of his native place, subsequently becoming a novice at Iona in 650. In 679 he succeeded to 
the Abbacy of Iona, which position he held up to his death. He was also president-general of all the Columban 
houses in Ireland. During his rule he paid three lengthy visits to Ireland, one of which is memorable for his 
success in introducing the Roman Paschal observance. On his third visit (697) he assisted at the Synod of Tara, 
when the Cai’n Adomna’n’ or Law of the Innocents (697) or Canon of Adamnan (ed. Kuno Meyer, London, 
1905) was adopted, which freed women and children and clergy from the evils inseparable from war, forbidding 
them to be killed or made captive in times of strife. It is not improbable, as stated in the "Life of Saint Gerald" 
(d. Bishop of Mayo, 732), that Adamnan ruled the Abbey of Mayo from 697 until 23 Sept., 704, but in Ireland 
his memory is inseparably connected with Raphoe, of which he is patron. 
 

REFLECTION by Saint Nikolai of Zhicha. 
He who gives to the poor, gives to Christ. This is the meaning of the Gospel teaching, and it has been confirmed 
in the experience of the saints. Upon his repentance, Peter the Merciful gave alms to the poor wherever the 
opportunity presented itself. On one occasion Peter encountered a shipwrecked man who had barely managed to 
save his naked body from the wreck. The man begged him for some clothing. Peter removed his costly cloak 
and clothed the naked man with it. Shortly afterward, Peter saw his cloak in the shop of a merchant, who had it 
displayed for sale. Peter was very saddened that the shipwrecked man had sold his cloak instead of using it for 
himself. Peter thought: “I am not worthy; the Lord does not accept my alms.” But later, the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream. He appeared as a handsome man, brighter than the sun, with a cross on His head, wearing 
Peter's cloak. “Peter, why art thou sad?” asked the Lord. “My Lord, why would I not be sad, when I see that 
which I gave to the poor being sold at the market?” Then the Lord asked him: “Dost thou recognize this 
garment on Me?” Peter replied: “I recognize it, Lord; that is my garment with which I clothed the naked man.” 
Then the Lord spoke to him again: “Therefore do not be sad; thou gavest it to the poor man, and I received it, 
and I praise thy deed.” 
 

HOMILY on God the Holy Spirit, Who proceeds from the Father by Saint Nikolai of Zhicha 
But when the Comforter is come, Whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which 

proceeds from the Father, He shall testify of Me (John 15:26). 
 Brethren, the depths of the Essence of God are unfathomable. But God has neither hidden all from us, nor 
did He reveal all to us. He has revealed to us as much as our weakness can bear, and as much as is necessary for 
our salvation. Concerning the Holy Spirit, it has been revealed to us that He proceeds from the Father and is 
sent by the Son. Let no one seek further, lest they fall into error. Since He proceeds from the Father, He is of 
one Essence with the Father; since He is sent by the Son to continue the Son's work, He is equal to the Son. The 
Lord said earlier: The Father … bears witness of Me (John 8:18); and now He says of the Spirit of Truth that He 
shall testify of Me. Both these witnesses are the same; that is why the Lord cites one at one time and the other at 
another time. He Who has borne witness and He Who will bear witness are equal in Essence-for the Lord would 
not have the witness for the future be less than the witness for the past. Thus, we are speaking in human terms 
with regard to time; but in reality, the Three bear witness eternally in heaven, according to the words of the 
Evangelist: For there are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit: and 
these Three are One (I John 5:7). 
 There are men who assert that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. Who revealed this to 
them, and when? We know that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father, for that was revealed to us by the Son 
of God, our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, we reject such an addition to our Orthodox Faith, as it does not agree 
with the words of the Lord Himself. Yet, if we are to truly understand the words of the Most-pure Lord, our 
hearts must be made very pure. Therefore, we must make more of an effort to cleanse our hearts from passions, 
rather than obeying vain curiosity by prying into the endless depths of God's being with unclean hearts-for those 
who do that fall into heresy and lose their souls.  
 O Lord God, great and mighty, we thank Thee that Thou hast come to us through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and thereby, we know that we are not the children of darkness, but rather the sons of light. 
 To Thee be glory and praise forever. Amen. 
 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR: 
TODAY after Coffee Hour: There will be a meeting of those interested in the November 17 Fall Bazaar. 
October 21  Sunday Harvest Dinner 
November 13  Tuesday XVII All-American Council, Holy Trinity Church, Parma, Ohio.   
November 17  Saturday Fall Bazaar 
October 14/15, 2016   Saints Peter and Paul Parish 100th Anniversary Celebration 
 
From Barbara Daley - Thank you to all who made our 2012 pierogi fest a great success. Not only did we profit 
over $2000, but we have again made a name for ourselves in the community. Thank you to all who helped make 
the pierogi and all the workers at the fest, especially Cindy Sobolowski Kinsey who headed up the kitchen, and 
her staff Ann and Louisa Gale, Kristin Pawlusik and Laura Bynon. Debie and Alan Chlus for their help, and 
Dale and Nancy Richards for selling the frozen pierogi and Laura and Destiny Miller for handling the 50/50 
raffle. It was a wonderful sunny day and everything came together perfectly. Thank you again for helping 
another of our church activities to be a great success. 


