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Glory to Jesus Christ!     Glory to God for all things! 
  
July 29, 2012  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost     Divine Liturgy         9:30 am 
August 1  Tuesday  Beginning of the Dormition Fast 
August 4  Saturday        Great Vespers           4:00 pm 
August 5 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost      Divine Liturgy          9:30 am 
  
Saints of the Day: Martyr Callinicus of Gangra in Asia Minor (250). New Hieromartyrs Venerable Seraphim 
(Bogoslovsky) and Theognost (1921). New Hieromartyr Anatole (1930-1935). New Hieromartyr Priest Alexis 
and Martyr Pachomius (1938). Venerable Abbots Constantine and Cosmas, of Kosinsk (Pskov) (13 c). Virgin-
martyr Seraphima (Serapia) of Antioch (2 c). Martyr Theodota and her three sons, in Bithynia (304). Martyr 
Michael (9 c). Martyr Eustathius of Mtskheta in Georgia (589). Saint Constantine, Patriarch of Constantinople 
(676). Nativity of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker of Myra in Lycia (4 c). Venerable Abbot Romanus of 
Kirzhach (1392), disciple of Saint Sergius of Radonezh. Saint Theodosius the New, Emperor (450). Saint Lupus 
the Confessor, Bishop of Troyes (479). Martyr Mamas in Darii. Saint Olaf, King of Norway (1030). Martyrs 
Benjamin and Berius of Constantinople. Martyr Basiliscus the Elder. Hieromartyr Bessarion of Smolyan, 
Bulgaria. Saint Tatwin, Bishop of Canterbury 734). Saint Ermengytha of Thanet, Virgin and Nun. 
Please remember in your prayers: Priest Sergius, Zara, Nolan, Emelie, Connie, Michael, Maria, Michael, 
Mother Raphaela, Eugenia, John, Hilda, James, Nancy, Archpriest Jason, Susan, Daniel, Aaron, Mark, Jennifer, 
Nina, Nadine, Michael, Anna, Gregory, Marianna, Mykola, Helen, Isaiah, Archpriest Vincent, Albert, Kevin, 
Robert, Robert, Andrew, David, Warren, Archimandrites Alexander, Athanasy, Isidore, Nectarios, Pachomy. 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of newly-wed Fred (Guy) and Dora (Theodora) [née 
Saltourides], their families and wedding party were offered at Liturgy and Moleben today. 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for their health on their birthdays of John Rinko, Mark Peter Petras, Kenneth 
Linn, Dean, Chris, Protopresbyter Emmanuel Pratsinakis, Dan Witiak, Ed Hansen and Anita Hansen were 
offered at Liturgy and Moleben at the request of Father John Udics. 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health and recovery of the victims of the shootings in Aurora, 
Colorado, were offered at Liturgy and Moleben on August 22, at the request of the Holy Synod of Bishops. 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of the victims of the shootings in Aurora, Colorado, were offered at 
Liturgy and Litiya August 22, at the request of the Holy Synod of Bishops. 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of Helen Nesterak were offered at Liturgy and Litiya were offered at 
Liturgy and Litiya today at the request of "Memory Eternal Requiem Service Fund." 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of Archbishop SILAS, Metropolitan VLADIMIR (Nagosky) and 
Metropolitan ANTHONY (Bloom) were offered at Liturgy and Litiya today at the request of Father John Udics. 
 
8th Sunday after Pentecost Epistle (1 Cor.1:10-18) 
Ever notice how some folks are always looking for the perfect parish? And ever notice how they’re the kind of 
folks who, if they ever did find it and join it, would just ruin it? The truth is, every person has their own 
weaknesses and faults; and since a parish is made up of imperfect people, every congregation will have its 
problems. And despite all our dreamy-eyed notions of how absolutely wonderful everything must’ve been in the 
New Testament Church, the Church at Corinth, whom the Apostle Paul addresses in this morning’s Epistle, was 
as troubled as any parish today. In fact, it had some problems that would curl our hair! 
 �But as a background to the problems in Corinth, let’s take a look at Proverbs 6:16-19, which says: “These 
six things the Lord hates, yes, seven are an abomination to Him: a proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed 
innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, a false witness who 
speaks lies, and one who sows discord among brethren." Now just let that simmer on the back burner while we 
look at today’s Epistle. 
  1 Corinthians 1:10 begins with Paul saying, “Now I plead with you, brethren.” And that word “brethren” is 
a dead give-away that Paul is about to exhort us to the unity which is supposed to characterise Christians. The 
very word “brethren,” “brothers and sisters,” members of one and the same family, is an argument for unity. “I 
plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there 
be no divisions among you.” The Greek word Paul uses for “divisions” is schisma, which literally means “a 
tear, a rip;” so he’s saying we should allow nothing to tear apart the parish or the diocese or the Church as a 
whole, by fighting, by gossip, by criticism,  by hatred, or by bitterness. Rather, says the Apostle, “be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and the same judgment.” God desires that His people be joined together as 
perfectly as His creation fits together, because that’s the only way the Church can be what the ancient fathers 
call it, “the Ark of salvation,” the ship which rescues people from the death-dealing storm and tempest of life 
apart from God. After all, who’d feel safe on a ship whose crew are trying to throw each other overboard to the 
sharks? And understand that when he talks of us being united “in the same mind and the same 
judgment,”  “mind” refers to the faith we hold,  and “judgment” refers to how we exercise that faith, what we 
do outwardly. So, in all that we believe and do, there must be unity. 



  Why does Paul bring this up? “For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of 
Chloe’s household, that there are contentions [quarrels, factions] among you.” We don’t know who these 
people “of Chloe’s household” were; but we do know that they were not afraid to go to their Bishop and blow 
the whistle on the monkeyshines instead of trying to hide the problems, and not afraid to be mentioned by Paul. 
Anonymous accusations have no place in the family of God. Got a criticism or complaint? Fine! Thanks for 
taking an interest. Don’t have the courage to sign your name? Then stuff a sock in it! Anonymous accusations 
have no place in the life of Christ’s Church. Too often has vicious gossip from the mouths or pens of nameless 
and spineless church members ripped parishes, dioceses, even whole Churches, into warring factions which 
only end up harming, even destroying, souls. 
  What was stirring the pot at Corinth? Paul explains: “Now I say this, that each of you says ‘I am of Paul,’ or 
‘I am of Apollos,’ or ‘I am of Cephas,’ or ‘I am of Christ.’” They were forming cliques. Group one were the 
proud pupils of Paul; group two were the adoring admirers of Apollos; group three the chummy cult of Cephas. 
And group four bragged that they only followed Christ and didn’t need to heed any earthly leader. Now 
understand: Paul, Apollos and Cephas all contended together for the faith; they all maintained “the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.” It was the immature members of the Church who made the divisions. The first 
group’s “claim to fame” was: “We are of Paul and therefore better than you! Anyone knows Paul is a great 
doctrinal teacher and preacher, and that’s the only kind to have.” The second group argued, “We are of Apollos, 
and anyone with any sense at all will agree that Apollos is so eloquent he can preach circles around Paul any 
day.” The third group chimed in with, “We are of Cephas. And you can brag about doctrine and eloquence all 
you want to, but there’s just nobody as down-to-earth and practical as Peter.” The fourth group just looked 
down their long spiritual noses at the other three and said piously, “We are of Christ, and need no human pastor 
to lead us and feed us.” 
  Now: remember that list of the seven sins God hates most of all? Remember how God hates “sowing 
discord among brethren”? Well, the Corinthians are in that one neck-deep. And why does God hate it? Because 
like any loving parent, God our Father hates to see (and hear) His children squabbling, fussing and fighting, 
instead of getting along in what’s supposed to be His house and His family! In Psalm 133:1, the psalmist 
exclaimed, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” But the flip side 
of that has got to be, “How detestable to God it is for brethren to be torn apart by discord.” That’s why, in 
Romans 14:19, Paul urges all Christians, “Let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by 
which one may edify [build up] another.” And that applies whether we’re in “crisis mode” or not. We always 
need to do all we can to avoid discord among us. 
  After all, says Paul, “Is Christ divided?” Nope. Well, then, “Was Paul crucified for you?” Certainly not! 
Instead, he says clearly in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 “that Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.” OK. So “were you 
baptised in the name of Paul?” No again; just like everybody else, they were baptised in the Name of the 
Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. And the point is that Paul did not preach one Christ, Apollos 
another, and Peter yet another. There is but one Savior and one Gospel. 
  So how did the Corinthians manage to create this four-way division almost as soon as they were baptised? 
Check out Proverbs 13:10, “By pride comes nothing but strife.” And look again at how that list of seven sins 
starts: with “a proud look.” The arguments among the Corinthians over which group was superior were caused 
by pride, by wanting to be different, and above all by wanting to be “special.” But in 1 Corinthians 4:7 Paul 
asks us bluntly, “What do you have [of real spiritual value] that you did not receive [as a free gift from God]?” 
Answer: nothing! Every one of us is a prodigal and a leper whom Christ is saving, not on our merit, but by His 
mercy. How can we call ourselves followers of the Christ Who is “meek and humble of heart” and still strut in 
pride about anything? We take pride in birth and rank, but Jesus was a carpenter’s son. We take pride in home 
and possessions, but Jesus had “no place to lay his head.” We take pride in respectability, but Jesus was written 
off with, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” We take pride in our personal appearance, but Isaiah 
prophesied that in His suffering Jesus would have “no form or comeliness.” We take pride in our reputation, but 
Jesus’ critics called Him, “a glutton and a winebibber [a booze hound].” We take pride in having “important” 
friends, but Jesus was slammed as “a friend of publicans and sinners.” We take pride in our independence, but 
Jesus “became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” We take pride in our position, but Jesus said, 
“I am among you as one who serves.” We take pride in our degrees and learning, but Jesus’ critics wondered, 
“How does this Man know letters, having never studied?” We take pride in our success, but Jesus “came to His 
own, and His own did not receive Him;” instead, says Isaiah, “He was despised and rejected by men.” Jesus 
Christ is the greatest example ever of humility; and we who carry His name need to live that same humility. 
  We are not, and are not likely ever to be, a “perfect” parish, made up of perfect people. But by God’s grace 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit working in us and through us we can be a parish in which “discord among 
brethren” never has even the chance to take root…if, as the Apostle tells us to in Ephesians 4:3 we are honest 
enough, humble enough, and determined enough to “endeavour [be diligent, work hard] to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.” But that’s something we, day by day, must choose. And upon our choice depends 
what we shall become. 
 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR: 
July 30  Monday: 8:00 am: dough making.  Tuesday, 7/31 -8:00am: peeling potatoes/making stuffing. 

Wednesday, 8/1 - 8:00 am: pinching pierogi / boiling / packaging.  
Anyone interested in helping to make pierogi, contact Barbara Daley at 867 7853 or 866 7834 

August 12 Sunday Saint Ann’s Sisterhood Meeting during coffee hour  


