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CHRIST IS RISEN!   ХРИСТОС  ВОСКРЕС!    ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ  ΑΝΕΣΤΗ! 
CHRIST EST RESSUCITÉ!   KRISTUS ON ÜLES TÖUSNUD! 

CHRYSTUS ZMARTW YCHSTANAL!    CRISTO RESURRETO!  
HRISTOS A INVIAT!   AL MASEEH QAM!       KRISTUS ÄR UPSTÅNDEN!  

 
April 22 Sunday of Saint Thomas     Divine Liturgy                9:30 am 
April 28 Saturday       Great Vespers           4:00 pm 
April 29 Sunday of the Myrrhbearing Women   Divine Liturgy                9:30 am 

Parish Paschal Dinner after Liturgy 
 
Saints of the Day: Venerable Theodore the Sykeote, Bishop of Anastasiopolis (613). New Hieromartyr Priest 
Eustaphius (1918). Hieromartyr Platon of Banja Luka (1941). Martyr Demetrius (1942). Apostles Nathaniel, 
Luke, and Clement. Translation of the relics of Saint Vsevolod (in holy baptism Gabriel), Prince and 
Wonderworker of Pskov (1138). Venerable Vitalis of the Monastery of Abba Serid (Seridos) at Gaza (609-620). 
Martyr Leonidas of Alexandria (202). Martyr Epipodius of Lyons (177). Martyr Nearchus.  
 

This Bulletin is donated in memory of departed members of the Prawlocki, Gromadzky,  
Stehnach and Jovorosky Families by Sonia Buttino. 

 
Please remember in your prayers: Emelie, Nolan, Norma, Connie, Michael, Ed, Maria, Michael, Mother 
Raphaela, Rea, Sister Veronica, John, Hilda, James, Ada, Priest Sergius, Louellen, Nancy, Archpriest Jason, 
Susan, Daniel, Aaron, Mark, Jennifer, Nina, Nadine, Michael, Anna, Gregory, Jim, Marianna, Mykola, Helen, 
Isaiah, Archpriest Vincent, Albert, Kevin, Robert, Robert, Andrew, David, Warren, Archimandrites Alexander, 
Alexander, Athanasy, Isidore, Nectarios, Pachomy. 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of cousin Ed Redmon Jr, and Mark Nestor were offered today 
at Liturgy and Moleben at the request of Father John Udics. 
Christ is Risen! 40th Day Prayers for the repose of the soul of Vera Keblish were offered at Liturgy and Litiya 
today at the request of Nick and Margaret Keblish. 
Christ is Risen!  Prayers for the repose of the souls of Patriarch ALEKSEI I, Archpriest John Platko, Priest 
Charles Salkeld and parents Joseph and Mary Udics were offered at Liturgy and Litiya today at the request of 
Father John Udics. 
Christ is Risen!  Prayers for the repose of Theodosia Kluka, Mary Gromadsky, Dmitiri, Olena, Michael and 
Michael Alexczuk, Paul and Kay Sokol, Mary Elnicky, Walter Jovorosky, Jr, Anne and Walter Jovorosky, 
Frank Prawlocki, John and Vera Prawlocki, Paul and Kay Sokol were offered at Liturgy and Litiya today at the 
request of "Memory Eternal Requiem Service Fund." 
 

Christ in Risen! Indeed He is Risen! Pascha: Victory of Life 
 The holy feast of Christ’s Resurrection celebrates the central “Good News” of the Orthodox Christian faith. 
 Do we always realize how much of our day - to day existence is dominated by the power that Death still 
exercises in the world? Each one of us, from the very moment of birth, is menaced with sickness, suffering, 
sometimes hunger, and so many other anxieties. All these are only preliminaries of what is the inevitable fate of 
all mankind. And it is the conscious – or unconscious – awareness of each man and women that death is 
forthcoming which leads them to struggle for existence – most frequently against their neighbors. What is the 
real origin of all the conflicts, all the wars, all the social injustices, all the terrors and repressions which man 
wages against man, if not the desire of individuals or groups to gain – at the expense of their neighbors – a little 
more illusory security, a little delay in the inevitable end? The imminence of death generates this fear and this 
insecurity, while the latter lead to desperate self - defense, which excuses any action against one’s fellow man. 
 This is the situation of sinful and mortal mankind which Christ came to save through His Resurrection from 
the dead. The Resurrection breaks the vicious circle of death and sin. It brings to man the hope of immortality, 
and makes his ‘struggle for existence” unnecessary. 
 It is only in the light of Christ’s Resurrection, which is also a liberation from fear and insecurity, that Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount becomes truly meaningful. 
 “Give to him who begs from you, and do not refuse him who would borrow from you…. Do not lay up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume… Do not be anxious about your life, what you 
shall eat and what you shall drink… Do not be anxious about tomorrow” (Mathew, chapters 5 and). 
 These precepts would be empty words only, of we were not “dead and risen” with Christ in our baptism, if 
the Risen Lord was not with us “always, to the close of the age” (Mathew 28:29. Our Easter greeting is a cry of 
victory over death and sin: 
 “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” 
 April, 1973  Father John Meyendorff. “Witness to the World”, Saint Vladimir Seminary Press. 1987 



Sermon on Saint Thomas Sunday by +Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh 
 In the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
 ‘My Lord and my God!' After Nathaniel, after Peter expressing the faith, the knowledge, the experience of 
the Church, Thomas repeats these words, ‘My Lord and my God'. He had now seen and he believed. This is the 
faith of the Church of God, the lordship of Christ in the life of each of us. A lordship that means that we have 
been bought at a high price, that He has believed in us before we believed in Him, that He had loved us before 
we ever loved Him and that He conquered our heart, our mind, our will and the totality of our lives. 
 The lordship of Christ is made manifest in our personal lives by our recognition and certainty and know-
ledge that truly all power is given Him on earth and in Heavens, that all things are in His hands, that He is the 
Lord of History, that He is the Lord of things visible and invisible; that all things belong to Him and He is the 
Lord of all things. And also the confession of the Church that knows Christ through the Holy Spirit as God, true 
God, the Son of the Father, the God of Heaven whom we adore on earth in His Incarnation. He appears to His 
disciples on the evening of the Resurrection when dismayed, terrified, desperate they were hiding for fear; He 
appears to them, and His first words were ‘Peace be with you!' Because they had lost their peace: Christ had 
died, the One in Whom they had believed had seemingly been defeated and hopelessly overcome. The Father 
had not sent any miraculous help and now, Him Who appeared to them as their Lord and their God, indeed was 
dead and defeated as a man. Life, hope had gone out of their hearts and out of the world because if He could be 
defeated, there was no hope for holiness, for truth, for love. There was no place for God on earth, He had been 
ruled out by evil, by hatred… 
 And now He was there, alive, in their midst, alive in the living body of the Resurrection, in that body which 
they had known, which they had lay in the tomb, and which, inseparable from the Godhead, had remained 
incorruptible, not overcome. He stood there, alive, and peace could come back to them, not the peace which the 
world gives, a sense of appeasement, but an alert, powerful, fragrant peace, the peace of strength that cannot be 
overcome, of victory already won. That peace which the world cannot give He now gave them, not simply in 
this words of blessing, but in His presence and victory, in the vision of the Kingdom of God already come with 
power, anticipating now what will come later for all. And to these men who had now received a peace that 
could not been taken away from them, because they had come back to life, not to the ephemeral life of time but 
to the life of eternity, shared with the Lord in Whom and with Whom they had died out in despair, to these men 
He spoke a second word: ‘As My Father sent Me, ever do I send you.' And He breathed on them: and gave them 
the Holy Spirit, this Holy Spirit Whom they could hold in their oneness because they were one with Him and in 
Him, Who would lead them into all truth, Who would work the miracles of the Church and the acts of God, 
Who would teach them to say ‘Father' to Him Who hitherto had been the great God of Heaven. And they had to 
go now with this peace that could not be taken away and in the power of the Spirit that indwelled their unity, 
their oneness they had to go into the world. 
 The Church was not founded by Christ simply to be the place where God and man are at one, but the place 
where the love and the compassion of God is at work with such power that men, frail as we are, find the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost in the love divine, courage and readiness to go out of their security, to go out of 
the Joy of the Kingdom into an outer world, inimical, cold, abandoned, in order to bring into it first of all faith, 
the news that God believes in each of us, believes in those who do not believe in themselves, believes in us even 
when we do not believe in ourselves so much that He is prepared to become one of us and die for us, knowing 
that it is not in vain, because man, not mankind, but each man, each woman, each person is worthy of being 
entrusted with the life and the death of God. We must bring that into the world: this divine witness that God 
believes in us and in all of us, in the believers as He does in the unbelievers, that He believes in man and is 
ready to pay the cost of this belief with His blood, the witness but not only the words, but the deeds, that will 
make people believe in the love of God abode in our hearts, abode in our lives, not within our Christian 
community alone, but wide enough, powerful enough to engulf all men and drown all hatred, accept and die out 
of it, but never be defeated not anymore than Christ was defeated. And we are to go into the world, to bring this 
witness, this message, these good tidings, this Gospel in order that people may again believe in themselves and 
look up to God and believe in His belief, in love and discover the God of Love, that they may begin to live. But 
as Christ has given us this faith and this love, this hope and this joy, this peace and this strength, not only by His 
incarnation and His life, but by His suffering and death, we must be prepared to lay down our live that others 
may live, and that we must too, day after day, not wait for the day when our life will be taken away from us by 
violence, but lay down our life hour after hour, for every person whom we meet, for every concern. 
 And we lay down our lives when discarding ourselves, ignoring ourselves, turning away from ourselves, we 
live for others, for God, for the Kingdom. To love and to die are the same things because to love means to turn 
away from oneself in order to live for God and in Him so that He may live in us as He died for us. And so shall 
we also live for people and in them, through them through this Message of life that God may live in them and 
they in Him. If we receive the message of the Resurrection crowning the mystery of the Cross, not blotting it 
out but crowning it with fulfillment, then we will learn all the depth and all the tragedy, but also the power and 
the glory and joy which make one mystery of the Cross and of the empty tomb and the Risen Christ. Let us then 
now begin to die to ourselves, renounce ourselves, take up this Cross which is a daily dying for God's sake and 
for the people's sake and follow Christ because He is the only Path, He is the only Truth, He is the only Life that 
can be possessed on earth and in Heaven. Amen. 
 CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED! 
 20 April 1969  * All texts are copyright: Estate of Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh 
 
Thank You  to all helpers during Great Lent: church cleaners, floor polishers, rug shampooers, candle 
lighters, candle outers, brass polishers, bakers, perohi pinchers, bakery bakers, bake sale cleaners and helpers, 
lawn mowers, decorators, furniture movers, everybody who helped to make Pascha truly great! And 
congratulations to our Sisterhood whose Bake Sale realized $3500.00! God grant you Many Years!  


