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Christ is born!   Glorify Him! 
Xristos Ro'daetsq!  Slavite Ego! 

Xñictoc ãeííatai!  Äïîaòate!  

ハリストス生る！ あがめほめよ！  
JOYEUX NÖEL!     Crăciun Fericit!        ØÒÉÓÔÄ ÉÛÅÄÕÉÓ!  
¡Feliz  Navidad!      FRöhL ICHE WEINACHTen!     Buon Natale!   

Veselé Vánoce!   Glædelig jul!   Hyvää Joulua!   Καλά Χριστούγεννα! 
Kellemes Karácsonyi Ünnepeket!    Wesołych Świąt!      Natal Alegre!   
С  Рождест‚ом  Хисто‚ым!      Veselé Vianoce!      Vesel božič!  

Mutlu Noeller!    God jul!    З Різдвом Хисто‚ым!      Sretan Božić! 
Nadolig Llawen!    สุขสันต์วันคริสต์มาส!    Häid joule!    مجيد ميلاد  
Среќен Божиќ!     Linksmų Kalėdų!     Priecīgus Ziemassvētkus!  

Selamat Hari Natal!     ניטל לעבעדיק!     Maligayang Pasko!  
Весела Коледа!   耶誕快樂    Gëzuar Krishtlindjet!   Geseënde Kersfees! 

 
Glory to God in the Highest! and on earth peace to men of good will! 

Сла‚а ‚ъ ‚ышниxъ Богу и На Земли Миъ ‚о Чело‚ецеıъ благо‚оленїе! 
至と高き神には光栄帰し、地には平安、人には恵み臨めり。  

Gloria in excelsis Deo et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis 
Δόξα εν υψίστοις Θεώ! και επί γης ειρήνη με τους άνδρες της καλής θέλησης! 

 
December 25, 2011    Divine Liturgy         9:30 am 

The Nativity According to the Flesh of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ 
The Adoration of the Magi: Melchior, Caspar and Balthasar. Commemoration of the Shepherds in 

Bethlehem watching their flocks who went to see the Lord 
December 26 Monday  2nd Day: SYNAXIS OF THE MOTHER OF GOD      Divine Liturgy      9:30 am 
December 31 Saturday        Great Vespers           4:00 pm 
January 1, 2012       Saint Basil the Great. New Year’s Day    Divine Liturgy          9:30 am 
 
Saints of the Day: Massacre of Venerable Jonah and with him 50 monks and 65 laymen at Saint Tryphon of 
Pechenega Monastery, by the Swedes (1590).  New Hieromartyr Priest Michael (1930). Saint Alburga, Abbess 
and Foundress of Wilton Near Salisbury (800). 
 
Please remember in your prayers: Nettie, Maria, Michael, Mother Raphaela, John, Hilda, James, JoAnne, 
Ada, Priest Sergius, Louellen, Nancy, Rea, Archpriest Jason, Susan, Daniel, Aaron, Mark, Jennifer, Nina, 
Nadine, Michael, Anna, Gregory, Jim, Marianna, Mykola, Helen, Isaiah, Archpriest Vincent, Albert, Kevin, 
Robert, Robert, Andrew, David, Warren, Archimandrites Alexander, Athanasy, Isidore, Nectarios, Pachomy. 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of Father Sergius Willis were offered today for his birthday at 
Liturgy and Moleben at the request of Father John Udics. 
God Grant Many Years! Prayers for the health of father John Gala were offered December 18 at Liturgy and 
Moleben at the request of Rebecca Hawranick. 
Memory Eternal. Prayers for the repose of grandfathers John Udics and John Konet and godparents John and 
Rose Medvick were offered at Liturgy and Litiya on December 26, at the request of nephew Father John Udics. 
 

Archpastoral Letter for the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord 2011 
Christ is Born! – Let us glorify Him! 

Dearly Beloved Members of our Diocesan Family:  
“And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel 

of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear.” 
(Luke 2:8-9)  



 One night when the world was very dark, God hung out a brilliant new comforting Star. One night when the 
world was very lonely, He gave it His Only-Begotten Son. It had been a drab world and a dull night for those 
shepherds as they stood on a hunch-backed hill watching their flocks. Then all at once, like someone ripping the 
paper off a package, the sky opened and choiring angels burst into song. The glory of God was about them and 
the light, like a golden finger, pointed down to a cave in the outskirts of a little town called Bethlehem.  
 God gets around in the unlikeliest of places. Here was this hole in the hillside, a temporary stable for 
animals, an emergency shelter for passing shepherds … now the birthplace of the Savior of the world! Mary the 
Virgin and Joseph the Betrothed and the Lord Jesus made it so. He wanted to be born in that unlikely and 
unfitting place to show us how great His love for us really is!  
 Did you ever notice that everyone who clustered in the glory of that first Christmas had to leave something 
to get there? Joseph and the Theotokos had to leave their cottage in Nazareth that to them was ‘home sweet 
home’. The Son of God Himself had to leave the angelic hosts and the courts of heaven. The shepherds had to 
leave their sheep in the bleak unguarded hills. And, the Magi had to leave country and family and friends.  
 It has been that way ever since. If we want to come close to Christ on the Feast of His Nativity, we must 
leave something behind. Most often it is simply sin. Many times it is the world and all its trappings and busy-
ness. Sometimes it is even our self. But anything that is true and noble, just and pure, lovely and of good report 
(Phil. 4:8) is welcome at His manger, and His hand is raised to bless it.  
 Let us come in and be welcomed and feel at home. Yes, come let us adore Him! With prayerful best wishes 
that all the joys of this Nativity Season will be yours, I remain 
 With love in the Infant Messiah,  

+ M I C H A E L  
Bishop of New York and the Diocese of New York and New Jersey 

 
From The Sermon on the Nativity of Christ by Saint John Chrysostom 

 "I behold a new and wondrous mystery!  
 My ears resound to the shepherd's song, piping no soft melody, but loudly singing a heavenly hymn! 
 The angels sing! 
 The archangels blend their voices in harmony! 
 The cherubim resound their joyful praise! 
 The Seraphim exalt His glory!” 
 All join to praise this holy feast, beholding the Godhead herein... on earth and man in heaven. He who is 
above now, for our salvation, dwells here below; and we, who were lowly, are exalted by divine mercy! 
 Today Bethlehem resembles heaven, hearing from the stars the singing of angelic voices and, in place of the 
sun, witnessing the rising of the Sun of Justice! 
 Ask not how this is accomplished, for where God wills, the order of nature is overturned. For He willed He 
had the powers He descended. He saved. All things move in obedience to God. 
 Today He Who Is, is born ! And He Who Is becomes what He was not! For when He was God, He became 
man-while not relinquishing the Godhead that is His... 
 And so the kings have come, and they have seen the heavenly King that has come upon the earth, not 
bringing with Him angels, nor archangels, nor thrones, nor dominions, nor powers, nor principalities, but, 
treading a new and solitary path, He has come forth from a spotless womb. 
 Yet He has not forsaken His angels, nor left them deprived of His care, nor because of His incarnation has 
He ceased being God.  
  And behold kings have come, that they might serve the Leader of the Hosts of Heaven;  
  Women, that they might adore Him Who was born of a woman so that He might change the pains of 
childbirth into joy;  
  Virgins, to the Son of the Virgin... 
          Infants, that they may adore Him who became a little child, so that out of the mouths of infants He might 
perfect praise;  
          Children, to the Child who raised up martyrs through the rage of Herod; Men, to Him who became man 
that He might heal the miseries of His servants; 
          Shepherds, to the Good Shepherd who was laid down His life for His sheep; 
          Priests, to Him who has become a High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek; 
          Servants, to Him who took upon Himself the form of a servant, that He might bless our stewardship with 
the reward of freedom (Philippians 2:7); 
          Fishermen, to the Fisher of humanity; 
          Publicans, to Him who from among them named a chosen evangelist; 
          Sinful women, to Him who exposed His feet to the tears of the repentant woman; 
          And that I may embrace them all together, all sinners have come, that they may look upon the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sins of the world! 
 Since, therefore, all rejoice, I too desire to rejoice! I too wish to share the choral dance, to celebrate the 
festival! But I take my part, not plucking the harp nor with the music of the pipes nor holding a torch, but 
holding in my arms the cradle of Christ! 
          For this is all my hope!  
          This is my life! 
          This is my salvation! 
          This is my pipe, my harp! 
 And bearing it I come, and having from its power received the gift of speech, I too, with the angels and 
shepherds, sing: 
 "Glory to God in the Highest! and on earth peace to men of good will! " 


